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CONTENT AREA(S): Social Studies

COURSE/GRADE LEVEL(S):

I. Course Overview

Honors US History 1 is a study of the socio
from pre-colonial times to the late 1800s.  Stu
paper.  Extensive and intensive reading
above grade level and demonstrate we
recommended for students preparing to take Advanced Placement United States History

II. Units of Study  

Unit 1: When World Collide 
Unit 2: Colonial America in the 18th Century
Unit 3: Resistance, Revolution and Independence 
Unit 4:  Forging a Nation and the Young Republic
Unit 5:  Jeffersonian Era (18
Unit 6:  Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age 
Unit 7: Culture and Economy at Mid
Unit 8: Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 
Unit 9:  The Impending Crisis 
Unit 10:  Civil War (1861 –
Unit 11:  Reconstruction (1865

III. Learning Objectives

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Eras
Colonization and Settlement
Revolution and the New Nation
Expansion and Reform
Civil War and Reconstruction
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Social Studies

: Honors US History I / 9th Grade

Honors US History 1 is a study of the socio-intellectual and political history of the United States 
colonial times to the late 1800s.  Students are expected to complete a research/term 

intensive reading and writing assignments make it vital that students read 
above grade level and demonstrate well developed writing  skills.  This course is strongly 
recommended for students preparing to take Advanced Placement United States History

When World Collide (1492 – 1700)
Colonial America in the 18th Century (1700-1765)
Resistance, Revolution and Independence (1765 – 1783)

and the Young Republic (1781 – 1800)
(1801 – 1812)

:  Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age (1812-1840)
Culture and Economy at Mid-Century (1820 – 1860)
Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 – 1848)
The Impending Crisis (1821 – 1860)

– 1865)
:  Reconstruction (1865-1877)

Core Curriculum Content Standards:

History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and 
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
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of the United States 
research/term 

assignments make it vital that students read 
This course is strongly 

recommended for students preparing to take Advanced Placement United States History.

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
. Such knowledge and 

skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
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6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century
All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value d
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world.

Chronological Thinking
 Compare present and past events to evaluate the consequences of past decisions 

learned.
 Analyze how change occurs through time due to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 

advancements and changes in the political and economic landscape.
Spatial Thinking
 Construct various forms of geographic repres

human phenomena.
 Relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

Critical Thinking
 Distinguish valid arguments from false arguments when interpreting current and 
 Evaluate sources for validity and credibility and to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias.

Presentational Skills
 Take a position on a current public policy issue and support it with historical evidence, reasoning, and 

constitutional analysis in a written and/or oral format.

8.1 Educational Technology
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate 

A. Technology Operations and Concepts
B. Creativity and Innovation
C. Communication and Collaboration
D. Digital Citizenship
E. Research and Information Literacy
F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects - Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies

Key Ideas and Details
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 
Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones 
or simply preceded them.

Craft and Structure
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5 
Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points 
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Century
All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

Compare present and past events to evaluate the consequences of past decisions and to apply lessons 

Analyze how change occurs through time due to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 
advancements and changes in the political and economic landscape.

Construct various forms of geographic representations to show the spatial patterns of physical and 

Relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

Distinguish valid arguments from false arguments when interpreting current and historical events.
Evaluate sources for validity and credibility and to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias.

Take a position on a current public policy issue and support it with historical evidence, reasoning, and 
nalysis in a written and/or oral format.

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge.

A. Technology Operations and Concepts

C. Communication and Collaboration

E. Research and Information Literacy
F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making

dards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such 
features as the date and origin of the information.

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
ideas develop over the course of the text.

Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis.

2

iversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

and to apply lessons 

Analyze how change occurs through time due to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 

entations to show the spatial patterns of physical and 

Relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

historical events.
Evaluate sources for validity and credibility and to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias.

Take a position on a current public policy issue and support it with historical evidence, reasoning, and 

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 

dards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10

primary and secondary sources, attending to such 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 

Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 

or advance an explanation or analysis.
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6 
Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including 
which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.7 

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or 
digital text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8
Assess the extent to which the reasoning and e

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9 
Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.10 

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9
band independently and proficiently.

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects - Writing Standards 

Text Types and Purposes
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1b 
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline
manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1c 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1d 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1e 
Provide a concluding statement or secti

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2a 
Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2b 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
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Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including 
which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

n of Knowledge and Ideas

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or 

Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims.

Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9
band independently and proficiently.

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form and in a 
manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes.

Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 

chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

3

Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including 

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or 

vidence in a text support the author’s claims.

Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.

of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the 
appropriate form and in a 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 

on that follows from or supports the argument presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 

Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 

chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2c 
Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2d 
Use precise language and domain
style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2e 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms a
the discipline in which they are writing.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2f 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significan

Production and Distribution of Writing
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.5 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.6 
Use technology, including the 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information 
flexibly and dynamically.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answeri
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.9
Draw evidence from informational texts to support anal

Range of Writing
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline

IV. Essential Questions  (The open

Unit 1:  When World Collide  (1492 
 How has the American interpretation of the first European encounters with the Native 

world changed?  Which is more accurate and complete?  Why?
 Compare and contrast Virginia and Plymouth.  How do you account for the difference between their founding 

and development?  Do their differences reflect differences in politica
two regions would you have preferred to live?  Why?
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Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a 
style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Production and Distribution of Writing

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 

trating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

(The open-ended, provocative questions that help frame inquiry)

When World Collide  (1492 – 1700)
How has the American interpretation of the first European encounters with the Native Americans of the new 
world changed?  Which is more accurate and complete?  Why?
Compare and contrast Virginia and Plymouth.  How do you account for the difference between their founding 
and development?  Do their differences reflect differences in political and social thought today? In which of the 
two regions would you have preferred to live?  Why?

4

Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 

the complexity of the topic and convey a 
style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.

nd conventions of 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
ng the research question; integrate information 

into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
ks, purposes, and audiences.

ended, provocative questions that help frame inquiry)

Americans of the new 

Compare and contrast Virginia and Plymouth.  How do you account for the difference between their founding 
l and social thought today? In which of the 
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 Did the Puritans really come to America seeking religious freedom?  How did they reconcile their own religious 
dissent from the Church of England with their per

 What is your definition of racism?  Use your definition to argue that the origin of slavery in colonial America 
was or was not primarily the result of English Racism.

 Was the development of slavery in North America inevitable?  
 Which do you think was the main cause of Bacon’s rebellion: resentment of backcountry farmers, Governor 

Berkley’s Indian policies, or the pressure of the tobacco economy?  

Unit 2:  Colonial America in the 18th Century (1700
 How much equality, liberty, and self
 What were the causes and effects of the Great Awakening?  How did such an intense religious revival affect 

those experienced “conversion” aw well as those who did not?
 How did the Great Awakening create a sense of shared American identity?
 In what ways was colonial life attractive, and what ways would it seem tedious and dull to the average 

twentieth-century American? 
 How were the educational, cultural and leisured sides of colonial life affected by the basic nature of the 

economy?
 Why was the French empire ultimately so much less successful that either than Spanish or the British?
 What would have happened to the c
 Should the French and Indian Wart be considered one of the causes of the American Revolution?  Why?

Unit 3:  Resistance, Revolution and Independence  (1765 
 Describe the immediate reaction to 

government, and by the state governments.
 What were the domestic and foreign difficulties experienced by the United States under the Articles of 

Confederation?
 Why were the concepts of checks and balances so important to the Founding Fathers, and where did these 

concepts originate?  
 Identify the major arguments of the supporters of the Constitution (Federalists) and the opponents of the 

Constitution (Anti-Federalist).  In view of subsequent h
Federalists?

 They fight for the ratification of the Constitution was an extremely difficult battle.  How did the Federalists do 
it?  What were their arguments?  What w
different?

 In what ways did the backgrounds and political beliefs of the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution 
final document?  What did they hope to accomplish by establishing the Constitution?

Unit 4:  Forging a Nation and the Young Republic (1781 
 What did the economic and financial programs of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton promote?  

What was Hamilton trying to accomplish?  How and why did his programs politically divide American
 How would you have voted on funding, assumption, the National Bank, and protective tariffs in Hamilton’s 

program? Explain why you would advocate strict or loose construction. 
 The Constitution did not provide for political parties: why did the first two parties develop?  What were the 

basic differences of membership, principle, and policy between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian 
Republicans? 

 Describe the polarizing effects of the French Revolution on American foreign policy and politics from 1790 to 
1800. 

 Is Washington’s farewell address applicable to today’s world?  Has the history of the United States proven 
Washington’s warning true? 

 Why weren’t the Alien and Sedition Acts considered a violation of the First Amendment?  Would they be 
considered a violation of the First Amendment today?
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Did the Puritans really come to America seeking religious freedom?  How did they reconcile their own religious 
dissent from the Church of England with their persecution of dissenters like Hutchinson and Williams?
What is your definition of racism?  Use your definition to argue that the origin of slavery in colonial America 
was or was not primarily the result of English Racism.
Was the development of slavery in North America inevitable?  
Which do you think was the main cause of Bacon’s rebellion: resentment of backcountry farmers, Governor 
Berkley’s Indian policies, or the pressure of the tobacco economy?  

erica in the 18th Century (1700-1765)
How much equality, liberty, and self-government existed in the American colonies in the period 1700
What were the causes and effects of the Great Awakening?  How did such an intense religious revival affect 

e experienced “conversion” aw well as those who did not?
How did the Great Awakening create a sense of shared American identity?
In what ways was colonial life attractive, and what ways would it seem tedious and dull to the average 

How were the educational, cultural and leisured sides of colonial life affected by the basic nature of the 

Why was the French empire ultimately so much less successful that either than Spanish or the British?
What would have happened to the colonies if France had won the “duel for North America”?
Should the French and Indian Wart be considered one of the causes of the American Revolution?  Why?

Resistance, Revolution and Independence  (1765 – 1783)
Describe the immediate reaction to Shay’s Rebellion by the people of Massachusetts, by the national 
government, and by the state governments.
What were the domestic and foreign difficulties experienced by the United States under the Articles of 

and balances so important to the Founding Fathers, and where did these 

Identify the major arguments of the supporters of the Constitution (Federalists) and the opponents of the 
Federalist).  In view of subsequent history, how accurate were the arguments of the Anti

They fight for the ratification of the Constitution was an extremely difficult battle.  How did the Federalists do 
it?  What were their arguments?  What were their most effective strategies? Could they have done anything 

In what ways did the backgrounds and political beliefs of the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution 
final document?  What did they hope to accomplish by establishing the Constitution?

Forging a Nation and the Young Republic (1781 – 1800)
What did the economic and financial programs of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton promote?  
What was Hamilton trying to accomplish?  How and why did his programs politically divide American
How would you have voted on funding, assumption, the National Bank, and protective tariffs in Hamilton’s 
program? Explain why you would advocate strict or loose construction. 
The Constitution did not provide for political parties: why did the first two parties develop?  What were the 
basic differences of membership, principle, and policy between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian 

cts of the French Revolution on American foreign policy and politics from 1790 to 

Is Washington’s farewell address applicable to today’s world?  Has the history of the United States proven 

ion Acts considered a violation of the First Amendment?  Would they be 
considered a violation of the First Amendment today?
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Did the Puritans really come to America seeking religious freedom?  How did they reconcile their own religious 
secution of dissenters like Hutchinson and Williams?

What is your definition of racism?  Use your definition to argue that the origin of slavery in colonial America 

Which do you think was the main cause of Bacon’s rebellion: resentment of backcountry farmers, Governor 

government existed in the American colonies in the period 1700-1760? 
What were the causes and effects of the Great Awakening?  How did such an intense religious revival affect 

In what ways was colonial life attractive, and what ways would it seem tedious and dull to the average 

How were the educational, cultural and leisured sides of colonial life affected by the basic nature of the 

Why was the French empire ultimately so much less successful that either than Spanish or the British?
olonies if France had won the “duel for North America”?

Should the French and Indian Wart be considered one of the causes of the American Revolution?  Why?

Shay’s Rebellion by the people of Massachusetts, by the national 

What were the domestic and foreign difficulties experienced by the United States under the Articles of 

and balances so important to the Founding Fathers, and where did these 

Identify the major arguments of the supporters of the Constitution (Federalists) and the opponents of the 
istory, how accurate were the arguments of the Anti-

They fight for the ratification of the Constitution was an extremely difficult battle.  How did the Federalists do 
Could they have done anything 

In what ways did the backgrounds and political beliefs of the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution affect the 

What did the economic and financial programs of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton promote?  
What was Hamilton trying to accomplish?  How and why did his programs politically divide Americans? 
How would you have voted on funding, assumption, the National Bank, and protective tariffs in Hamilton’s 

The Constitution did not provide for political parties: why did the first two parties develop?  What were the 
basic differences of membership, principle, and policy between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian 

cts of the French Revolution on American foreign policy and politics from 1790 to 

Is Washington’s farewell address applicable to today’s world?  Has the history of the United States proven 

ion Acts considered a violation of the First Amendment?  Would they be 
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Unit 5:  Jeffersonian Era  (1801 
 In what sense, if any, is the idea of a “Revolution of 1800” justified?  Was this a real “

moderate “renovation” in American political history?
 Thomas Jefferson’s first term as president was so successful that he overwhelmingly won reelection in 1804.  

His second term, in contrast, was marked by frustration and failure.  
first term and the problems that beset his second.

 Was Jefferson’s embargo, even though unpopular, a wiser foreign policy than Madison’s blundering into war?  
Should a president ever lead the nation into war when the
what ways do the answers to these questions relate to today’s world?

 What were the short-term and long
 How does the period of 1800-1812 look if

Tecumseh and the Prophet to unite western Indians against American expansion have created a different 
dynamic in white-Indian relations?

Unit 6:  Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age  (1812
 Is it valid to call the War of 1812 “America’s worse fought war”?  Was the cause of the failure essentially 

military, or was it the inevitable result of disunity over the war’s purposes?
 What were the purpose and result of the Monroe Doctrine?  Should 

relation to its historical origins?  Why or Why not?
 What was significant about the strong spirit of nationalism that appeared in America from 1815

were its accomplishments?
 Why did a sectional crisis emerge during the “era of good feelings”?  Did those who promulgated the Missouri 

Compromise believe that the crisis was resolved or merely postponed?
 Was Andrew Jackson really the “president of the people” that he thought himself to be?  What can you find in

Jackson’s presidential career that would support that contention?  What evidence can you find that contradicts 
it?

 Why did relations between whites and Native Americans deteriorate during the Jackson presidency?  Could this 
have been prevented?  What alternatives were there to Jackson’s Indian removal policy?  

 Explain Calhoun’s theory of nullification and his defense of it.  On what points did both Webster and Jackson 
oppose nullification?

 What were the origins and development of the second party system
supported each of them? What, if anything, did they stand for? 

Unit 7:  Culture and Economy at Mid
 What technological innovation was most important for early
 What effects did the movement from a subsistence to a market economy have on American society, including 

farmers, laborers, and women?  What were the advantages and disadvantages of the change?
 Compare the historical experience of German immigrants, 

Irish.  How did the patterns of German settlement compare with those of the Irish?
 What particular qualities did Evangelical religion give to American culture?
 Were the “Cult of Domesticity” and the rise 

women’s status and condition? Was the “new family” a progressive reflection of American democratic ideals, 
or a restriction in them?

 Why did America produce so many utopian movements?  Ho

Unit 8:  Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 
 How egalitarian was the white social structure of the Old South? What social class or groups existed? What was 

their relationship to each other and to the insti
 Why did the South move from viewing slavery as a “necessary evil” to proclaiming it as a “positive good”?
 Why do you think that black slaves were able to establish their own culture? How does African

culture created in the 19th century continue to affect America today?
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Jeffersonian Era  (1801 – 1812)
In what sense, if any, is the idea of a “Revolution of 1800” justified?  Was this a real “revolution” or merely a 
moderate “renovation” in American political history?
Thomas Jefferson’s first term as president was so successful that he overwhelmingly won reelection in 1804.  
His second term, in contrast, was marked by frustration and failure.  Discuss the achievements of Jefferson’s 
first term and the problems that beset his second.
Was Jefferson’s embargo, even though unpopular, a wiser foreign policy than Madison’s blundering into war?  
Should a president ever lead the nation into war when there is a deep political division over its purposes?  In 
what ways do the answers to these questions relate to today’s world?

term and long-term ramifications of the decision in Marbury v. Madison?
1812 look if viewed through American Indian eyes?  Could the attempt of 

Tecumseh and the Prophet to unite western Indians against American expansion have created a different 
Indian relations?

Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age  (1812-1840)
Is it valid to call the War of 1812 “America’s worse fought war”?  Was the cause of the failure essentially 
military, or was it the inevitable result of disunity over the war’s purposes?
What were the purpose and result of the Monroe Doctrine?  Should the doctrine be understood primarily in 
relation to its historical origins?  Why or Why not?
What was significant about the strong spirit of nationalism that appeared in America from 1815

rge during the “era of good feelings”?  Did those who promulgated the Missouri 
Compromise believe that the crisis was resolved or merely postponed?
Was Andrew Jackson really the “president of the people” that he thought himself to be?  What can you find in
Jackson’s presidential career that would support that contention?  What evidence can you find that contradicts 

Why did relations between whites and Native Americans deteriorate during the Jackson presidency?  Could this 
rnatives were there to Jackson’s Indian removal policy?  

Explain Calhoun’s theory of nullification and his defense of it.  On what points did both Webster and Jackson 

origins and development of the second party system? Which parties were involved?
What, if anything, did they stand for? 

Culture and Economy at Mid-Century  (1820 – 1860)
What technological innovation was most important for early-nineteenth-century economic developme
What effects did the movement from a subsistence to a market economy have on American society, including 
farmers, laborers, and women?  What were the advantages and disadvantages of the change?
Compare the historical experience of German immigrants, both before and after immigration, with that of the 

How did the patterns of German settlement compare with those of the Irish?
What particular qualities did Evangelical religion give to American culture?
Were the “Cult of Domesticity” and the rise of child-centered family signs of an improvement or a restriction in 
women’s status and condition? Was the “new family” a progressive reflection of American democratic ideals, 

Why did America produce so many utopian movements?  How did they contribute to American culture?

Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 – 1848)
How egalitarian was the white social structure of the Old South? What social class or groups existed? What was 
their relationship to each other and to the institution of slavery?
Why did the South move from viewing slavery as a “necessary evil” to proclaiming it as a “positive good”?
Why do you think that black slaves were able to establish their own culture? How does African

century continue to affect America today?
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revolution” or merely a 

Thomas Jefferson’s first term as president was so successful that he overwhelmingly won reelection in 1804.  
Discuss the achievements of Jefferson’s 

Was Jefferson’s embargo, even though unpopular, a wiser foreign policy than Madison’s blundering into war?  
re is a deep political division over its purposes?  In 

term ramifications of the decision in Marbury v. Madison?
viewed through American Indian eyes?  Could the attempt of 

Tecumseh and the Prophet to unite western Indians against American expansion have created a different 

Is it valid to call the War of 1812 “America’s worse fought war”?  Was the cause of the failure essentially 

the doctrine be understood primarily in 

What was significant about the strong spirit of nationalism that appeared in America from 1815-1824?  What 

rge during the “era of good feelings”?  Did those who promulgated the Missouri 

Was Andrew Jackson really the “president of the people” that he thought himself to be?  What can you find in
Jackson’s presidential career that would support that contention?  What evidence can you find that contradicts 

Why did relations between whites and Native Americans deteriorate during the Jackson presidency?  Could this 

Explain Calhoun’s theory of nullification and his defense of it.  On what points did both Webster and Jackson 

Which parties were involved? Who 

century economic development?
What effects did the movement from a subsistence to a market economy have on American society, including 
farmers, laborers, and women?  What were the advantages and disadvantages of the change?

both before and after immigration, with that of the 

centered family signs of an improvement or a restriction in 
women’s status and condition? Was the “new family” a progressive reflection of American democratic ideals, 

w did they contribute to American culture?

How egalitarian was the white social structure of the Old South? What social class or groups existed? What was 

Why did the South move from viewing slavery as a “necessary evil” to proclaiming it as a “positive good”?
Why do you think that black slaves were able to establish their own culture? How does African-American 
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 How do you assess the arguments that attack and justify slavery?  Was slavery in the South essentially a 
paternalistic institution in which most slaves were treated reasonably well, or was it primarily an exploitat
institution?  How can you prove your answer?

 How did American settlers in Mexico create an independent Texas, and why did Jackson refuse to incorporate 
Texas into the United States?  Was there something unique in the creation of the Texas Republic that
reflected in current American foreign policy?

 What were the benefits and cost of the Mexican War both immediately and in the longer run of American 
history?

 Given the great enthusiasm for territorial expansion, why did the “all of Mexico” movement fail
 Was the United States an imperialistic nation in the 1840s?

Unit 9:  The Impending Crisis  (1821 
 How were northerners and southerners in Congress convinced that passing the Compromise of 1850 was in their 

best interest? How did the Compromise a
be only a temporary solution?

 Why did the North so strongly resent the Fugitive Slave Law, and why did the South resent north resistance to 
enforcing it?

 The democratic presidents of the 1850s frequently top the “worst presidents” lists.
James Buchanan have handled the issues in such a way as to avoid the breakup of the Union?

 Not many people remember that the Republican party was once the most liberal party in Am
Some even thought it was radical.
and how did it broaden its appeal in the late 1850s?

 Discuss the role of the Dred Scott decision in the deepening divisions of
 What brought about civil war in Kansas in 1856?

against their adversaries?

Unit 10:  Civil War  (1861 – 1865)
 Lincoln once said that although he hoped that God was on his side he 

Explain how President Lincoln kept the four border slave states in the Union.
 The French helped the United States gain its independence from Great Britain.

the Confederacy as a nation?  What help did the British give the South?
 Did the Civil War produce a revolution in the political, economic and social life of the United States?
 Some of Lincoln's enemies were in his own party.

Lincoln during the Civil War?
 Do you think that President Lincoln was justified in his violations of ordinary civil Liberties during the Civil 

War?  Why or why not?
 How was the impact of the Civil War different for the soldiers and civilians of the North and Sou
 Why did the North win the Civil War?  How might the South have won?
 Should the Civil War be seen primarily as a war to save the Union or as a war to free the slaves?  Why? What 

names would give to the conflict?

Unit 11:  Reconstruction (1865
 What were the effects of the Civil War on the South?
 What were some of the immediate actions taken by former slaves once they became free?
 Why/how did Johnson alienate voters in the 1866 Congressional elections?
 Was Johnson’s impeachment justified? Why or why
 What did Radical Reconstruction accomplish? Were these successes maintained by the incoming Redeemer 

governments?
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How do you assess the arguments that attack and justify slavery?  Was slavery in the South essentially a 
paternalistic institution in which most slaves were treated reasonably well, or was it primarily an exploitat
institution?  How can you prove your answer?
How did American settlers in Mexico create an independent Texas, and why did Jackson refuse to incorporate 
Texas into the United States?  Was there something unique in the creation of the Texas Republic that
reflected in current American foreign policy?
What were the benefits and cost of the Mexican War both immediately and in the longer run of American 

Given the great enthusiasm for territorial expansion, why did the “all of Mexico” movement fail
Was the United States an imperialistic nation in the 1840s?

The Impending Crisis  (1821 – 1860)
How were northerners and southerners in Congress convinced that passing the Compromise of 1850 was in their 

How did the Compromise affect the balance between South and the North? Why did it prove to 

Why did the North so strongly resent the Fugitive Slave Law, and why did the South resent north resistance to 

850s frequently top the “worst presidents” lists. Could Franklin Pierce and 
James Buchanan have handled the issues in such a way as to avoid the breakup of the Union?
Not many people remember that the Republican party was once the most liberal party in Am

How were its ideas different than the status quo? Who were its constituents 
and how did it broaden its appeal in the late 1850s?
Discuss the role of the Dred Scott decision in the deepening divisions of North and South.
What brought about civil war in Kansas in 1856? What evidence did each side have to support their claims 

1865)
Lincoln once said that although he hoped that God was on his side he had to have Kentucky on his side.
Explain how President Lincoln kept the four border slave states in the Union.
The French helped the United States gain its independence from Great Britain. Why didn't the British recognize 

What help did the British give the South?
Did the Civil War produce a revolution in the political, economic and social life of the United States?
Some of Lincoln's enemies were in his own party. On what grounds did the Radical Republicans criticize 

Do you think that President Lincoln was justified in his violations of ordinary civil Liberties during the Civil 

How was the impact of the Civil War different for the soldiers and civilians of the North and Sou
Why did the North win the Civil War?  How might the South have won?
Should the Civil War be seen primarily as a war to save the Union or as a war to free the slaves?  Why? What 

Reconstruction (1865-1877)
t were the effects of the Civil War on the South?

What were some of the immediate actions taken by former slaves once they became free?
Why/how did Johnson alienate voters in the 1866 Congressional elections?
Was Johnson’s impeachment justified? Why or why not?
What did Radical Reconstruction accomplish? Were these successes maintained by the incoming Redeemer 
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How do you assess the arguments that attack and justify slavery?  Was slavery in the South essentially a 
paternalistic institution in which most slaves were treated reasonably well, or was it primarily an exploitative 

How did American settlers in Mexico create an independent Texas, and why did Jackson refuse to incorporate 
Texas into the United States?  Was there something unique in the creation of the Texas Republic that is 

What were the benefits and cost of the Mexican War both immediately and in the longer run of American 

Given the great enthusiasm for territorial expansion, why did the “all of Mexico” movement fail?

How were northerners and southerners in Congress convinced that passing the Compromise of 1850 was in their 
Why did it prove to 

Why did the North so strongly resent the Fugitive Slave Law, and why did the South resent north resistance to 

Could Franklin Pierce and 
James Buchanan have handled the issues in such a way as to avoid the breakup of the Union?
Not many people remember that the Republican party was once the most liberal party in American politics.

Who were its constituents 

What evidence did each side have to support their claims 

had to have Kentucky on his side.

Why didn't the British recognize 

Did the Civil War produce a revolution in the political, economic and social life of the United States?
On what grounds did the Radical Republicans criticize 

Do you think that President Lincoln was justified in his violations of ordinary civil Liberties during the Civil 

How was the impact of the Civil War different for the soldiers and civilians of the North and South?

Should the Civil War be seen primarily as a war to save the Union or as a war to free the slaves?  Why? What 

What did Radical Reconstruction accomplish? Were these successes maintained by the incoming Redeemer 
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V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks

 Quizzes and Unit Test consistent in College Board assessment format
 Document Based Questions 
 Online forum discussions, collaborative glossary
 Class participation, graded discussion

Unit 1:  When World Collide  (1492 
Silas Deane Essay
Albion’s Seed –Identification of Colonial Society

Unit 2:  Colonial America in the 18th Century (1700
Thesis Statement Drafting 
Peter Zenger libel trial

Unit 3:  Resistance, Revolution and Independence  (1765 
American Revolution Debate
Socratic Seminar - Declaration of Ind
Colonial Newspaper

Unit 4:  Forging a Nation and the Young Republic (1781 
Political Roundtable

Unit 5:  Jeffersonian Era  (1801 
War of 1812 press conference

Unit 6:  Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age  (1812
Monroe Doctrine simulation
Andrew Jackson Trail of Tears 

Unit 7:  Culture and Economy at Mid
Historical Channel Surfing 

Unit 8:  Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 
Mid-Century Compromise 

Unit 10:  Civil War  (1861 – 1865)

Unit 11:  Reconstruction (1865
Reconstruction Plan Review
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V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks

Quizzes and Unit Test consistent in College Board assessment format
Document Based Questions and Free Response Essays
Online forum discussions, collaborative glossary
Class participation, graded discussion

Unit 1:  When World Collide  (1492 – 1700)

Identification of Colonial Society

the 18th Century (1700-1765)
Thesis Statement Drafting – What caused the Salem Which Trials?

Zenger libel trial analysis

Unit 3:  Resistance, Revolution and Independence  (1765 – 1783)
American Revolution Debate

eclaration of Independence

Unit 4:  Forging a Nation and the Young Republic (1781 – 1800)

Unit 5:  Jeffersonian Era  (1801 – 1812)
War of 1812 press conference

Unit 6:  Freedom’s Ferment: America Comes of Age  (1812-1840)
Doctrine simulation

Trail of Tears Trial

Unit 7:  Culture and Economy at Mid-Century  (1820 – 1860)
Historical Channel Surfing - Reenactment of Religion and Reform Culture

Unit 8:  Slavery and Manifest Destiny (1820 – 1848)
promise Role Play

1865)

Unit 11:  Reconstruction (1865-1877)
Review
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VI. Instructional Materials

Textbook:   Enduring Vision, Paul S. Boyer, Clifford E. Clark, Jr., et al, 

Secondary Source Supplemental Readings

Selected articles from professional journal
the following:

After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection 
Albion’s Seed by David Hackett Fischer
People’s History of the United States, Howard Zinn

Jeffrey Amherst and Smallpox Blankets
England’s Vietnam: The American Revolution
The South’s Inner Civil War, Eric Foner
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Paul S. Boyer, Clifford E. Clark, Jr., et al, Wadsworth Publishing, 2010

Secondary Source Supplemental Readings and Media:

Selected articles from professional journals, teacher-reviewed online sources, book excerpts and other media

After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection by James West Davidson and Mark Lytle
by David Hackett Fischer

, Howard Zinn

Amherst and Smallpox Blankets, Peter d'Errico
England’s Vietnam: The American Revolution, Richard Ketchum, American Heritage Magazine, 1971

, Eric Foner American Heritage Magazine, March 1989
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Wadsworth Publishing, 2010

, book excerpts and other media such as 

, 1971


